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Defeatlng the

Christians have enemies without—
the devil, ungodly government, persecu-
tors—but the enemies most likely to keep
us out of heaven are within. Flip Wilson
was famous for saying, “The devil made
me do it.” Although the devil does tempt,
he cannot make anyone sin. Have you
heard it said of someone, “He is his own
worst enemy”? That is true of most of us.
The three great enemies to a godly life are
lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life (1 John 2:15-17). Since Christ
will save us from our sins, but not in our
sins, we must defeat these enemies.

THE LUST OF THE FLESH

Christians must deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts and then live soberly, righ-
teously, and godly in this present world
(Titus 2:12). Humans are composed of a
soul in a body. We are rational creatures
capable of determining our own actions.
Consequently, the abilities, inclinations,
and appetites of both soul and body must
be considered. As it is ridiculous that a
beast should ride a man, so the physical
man should not have dominion over the
rational and spiritual man.
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The word translated as lust in 1 John
2:16 is a neutral word. It is used of good
desires in three New Testament passages:
Luke 22:15-16; Philippians 1:23; 1 Thes-
salonians 2:17. Most of the time it is used
of sinful desires.

The lust of the flesh is an evil desire for
sinful physical pleasures.

« “If you live according to the flesh, you
will die; but if by the Spirit put to death
the deeds of the body, you will live”
(Romans 8:13).

» “Make no provision for the flesh, to ful-
fil its lusts” (Romans 13:14).

o “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Galatians
5:16).

o “When they speak great swelling words
of emptiness, they allure through the
lusts of the flesh, through lewdness”
(2 Peter 2:18).

There are two levels of sinful plea-
sures—those strictly forbidden and those
wrong only in excess, such as overindul-
gence in food, drink, and entertainment.
Lusts of the flesh come from three pri-
mary desires:
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o Food (reveling, banqueting, gluttony)
(Galatians 5:21; 1 Peter 4:3; Deuter-
onomy 21:20). The lust of the flesh was
what both Eve and Jesus faced (Genesis
3:6; Matthew 4:2-3). Some have made
their belly their god (Philippians 3:19;
cf. 1 Samuel 2:11-16). “The people sat
down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play” (1 Corinthians 10:7).

o Drink (drunkenness, excess of wine)
(Ephesians 5:18; 1 Peter 4:3). Solomon
wrote, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink
is a brawler, and whoever is led astray
by it is not wise . . . Who has woe?
Who has sorrow? Who has conten-
tions? Who has complaints? Who has
wounds without cause? Who has red-
ness of eyes? Those who linger long at
the wine, those who go in search mixed
wine. Do not look on the wine when it
is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when
it swirls around smoothly; at the last
it bites like a serpent, and stings like
an adder. Your eyes shall see strange
things, and your heart will utter per-
verse things” (Proverbs 20:1; 23:29-33).
Richard Blummer wrote of Satan’s lies
about alcohol: “We drink for joy and
become miserable. We drink for socia-
bility and become argumentative. We
drink for sophistication and become
obnoxious. We drink to help us sleep
and wake exhausted. We drink for ex-
hilaration and end up depressed. We
drink to gain confidence and become
afraid. We drink to make conversa-
tion flow and become incoherent. We
drink to diminish problems and see
them multiply.” Drugs also fit into this
category (e.g., marijuana, cocaine) (cf.
Romans 6:13).

o Sex (adultery, fornication, unclean-
ness, lewdness, lusts, covetousness, evil
desire) (Galatians 5:20-21; Colossians
3:5). The marital bed is honorable (He-
brews 13:4; Matthew 19:9; 1 Corinthi-
ans 7:1-5), but other sexual activity is
not. Adultery describes all illicit sexual
relations between one or more mar-
ried individuals. Fornication is a broad
term describing any illicit sexual con-
duct, including pre-marital sex, and
all deviant sexual activity, including
homosexuality and bestiality. Works of
the flesh keep people from heaven (Ga-
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latians 5:19-21). They must be “put to
death” (Colossians 3:5).

These are the darkest days America has
known. Christians live in a modern-day
Sodom with constant tormenting of their
souls (Genesis 19; 2 Peter 2:7-8). Chil-
dren and teens are bombarded with the
flesh—drugs, alcohol, sexual perversion,
and greed.

To avoid the lusts of the flesh, Chris-
tians must understand how sin works
and set a strict guard to watch for temp-
tations. James wrote, “Each one is tempt-
ed when he is drawn away by his own
desires and enticed. Then, when desire
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and
sin, when it is full grown, brings forth
death” (James 1:14-15). The chaste Jo-
seph is a good example of resisting lust.
He repulsed Potiphar’s wife’s solicitations
(Genesis 39:1-23). Eyes and ears are doors
through which sin and death can enter.
Polycarp used to stop his ears at the wick-
ed speeches of heretics. We must keep our
bodies in subjection (1 Corinthians 9:27).

THE LUST OF THE EYES

This is the desire to want to own some-
thing because it is beautiful.

Sight is the largest inlet to sin. Because
the mind is influenced by external ob-
jects, the eyes must be regulated as far as
possible. These vanities are so alluring to
the corruption in our hearts, that without
constant watching and prayer, we cannot
escape the world or obtain victory over
the god and prince of it. Job made a cov-
enant with his eyes (Job 31:1).

o The sons of God saw the daughters of
men that they were beautiful and took
them (Genesis 6:2).

o “When Shechem the son of Hamor the
Hivite, prince of the country, saw her,
he took her and lay with her, and vio-
lated her” (Genesis 34:2).

o Potiphar’s wife saw Joseph was good
looking and wanted to sin with him
(Genesis 39:7).

o Achan saw a Babylonian garment, silver,
and gold and took them (Joshua 7:21).

e “Do not look on the wine” (Proverbs
23:31).

“Do not lust after her beauty in your
heart, nor let her allure you with her

eyelids” (Proverbs 6:25; cf. 2 Samuel
11:2; Matthew 5:28). Some have “eyes
full of adultery” (2 Peter 2:14). The
Greek historian Xenophon says Cyrus,
the King of Persia, would not even look
at the fair Panthea, the wife of King
Abradaras. She was taken in battle and
reserved for him by one of his captains.
When one told Cyrus that her beauty
was worth seeing, he answered that
therefore it was more necessary to ab-
stain from seeing it.

THE PRIDE OF LIFE

This includes desire for honor, prefer-
ment, applause, and revenge (even physi-
cal violence, murder). To be proud of one’s
beauty, strength, intelligence, wealth,
success, accomplishments, possessions,
business, ambition, or property is to be
guilty of the pride of life. One can even be
proud of unusual things—poverty, social
causes, healthy eating, or driving an old
car. It includes desiring to

o Get credit for things that others (or
God) did.

o Make a name for ourselves (Genesis
11:4). Though we are to value a good
name, we are not to desire our own glory.

« Feel more valued than others, as Her-
old did (Acts 5:1-12).

 Have positions of power over others to
feed our ego. Socrates mentioned that
Ammonius Perota cut off one of his
ears to avoid being chosen as a bishop.

o Do things for the sake of bragging rights.

Those who desire to be great should
be the greatest servants (Matthew 23:11).
King Saul is one of many Bible characters
who allowed pride to destroy him (1 Sam-
uel 15:1-23).

In the parable of the Pharisee and the
publican (Luke 18:9-14), the Pharisee
thought he was better than others. He
should have thought of Solomon’s words,
“The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride
and arrogance and the evil way and the
perverse mouth I hate” (Proverbs 8:13).
“When pride comes, then comes shame”
(11:2); “By pride comes nothing but strife”
(13:10); “Pride goes before destruction,
and a haughty spirit before a fall” (16:18).

Pride leads to other sins such as ha-
tred, variance, contentions, wrath, selfish



ambitions, dissensions, and heresies (Gala-
tians 5:20-21). Pride keeps Christians from
acknowledging sin or repenting of sin, espe-
cially when the sin is public (James 5:14-16).
Irrational pride keeps some from saying to
another, “T am sorry. I have sinned.”

Matthew Henry wrote: “The things
of the world quickly fade and die away;
desire itself will ere long fail and cease,
but holy affection is not like the lust
that passes away. The love of God shall
never fail.”

Christians Are Members in

In Jesus, disciples have peace and can be
of good cheer (John 16:33). God’s bless-
ings have often been restricted to spe-
cific locations:

The tree of life was in the Garden of
Eden. When Adam and Eve were driven
from there, they had no access to its bless-
ings (Genesis 3:24).

God placed salvation from the flood in
the ark. All who were not in it perished
(Genesis 6-9).

When the firstborn of every family in
Egypt faced the plague of death, God pro-
vided safety in houses where the Passover
lamb’s blood was on doorposts (Exodus 12).

Rahab was saved in Jericho as long as
she remained in her house (Joshua 2).

Paul told those in a storm on his prison
ship: “Unless these men stay in the ship,
you cannot be saved” (Acts 27:31).

Peace, spiritual prosperity, and safe-
ty are where God placed them—in the
church (Ephesians 1:3; 3:21; Psalm 122:7).
Being in Christ is synonymous with be-
ing a member of His church (Galatians
3:26-27; Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:4). Some
of the blessings found in Christ (a phrase
Paul used 169 times) include the following:

o Redemption (Romans 3:24; Colossians
1:14)

o Peace (Romans 5:1)

o Joy (Romans 5:11)

o Grace (Romans 5:17)

o Abundant life (Romans 6:11)

o Eternal life (Romans 6:23; Ephesians
1:3-13; 1 John 5:11)

o Newness of life (2 Corinthians 5:7)

« Forgiveness (Ephesians 1:7)

o Salvation (2 Timothy 2:10; Acts 4:12;
John 14:6)

Since all spiritual blessings are in
Christ (Ephesians 1:3; 3:21), and none
are outside, to receive them, we must be
in Christ. How does one get into Christ?
Only three Scriptures answer that ques-
tion, and they all say the same thing—
one is baptized into Christ (Galatians
3:27; Romans 6:3; 1 Corinthians 12:13).
One is brought to Christ by hearing
the gospel (Romans 10:13-14), believ-
ing it (Hebrews 11:6), repenting of sins
(Acts 17:30; Luke 13:3), and confess-
ing Christ (Matthew 10:32-33; Romans
10:10). Then one is brought into Christ
by baptism.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed

us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.”

EPHESIANS 1:3

Make Someone’s Day

Recently, we were in the dining area
of a hotel when an elderly gentleman
came into the room. He was by himself.
He was obviously struggling with his
walker. There were several in the din-
ing area eating as we were. One lady
noticed him and left her food and table
and went to the man. She asked if she
could go through the line with him and
fix his plate. His gratitude showed.

After the plate was filled she placed
him at a table, fixed his coffee, and of-
fered to cut anything that he needed
cut. He was so grateful. You could tell
that she had made his day.

Stop and consider what she did. It
probably took her about five minutes
and it didn't cost her anything, but she
made his day. She reminded me of the
good Samaritan. —Harry Goff

Hard?

A college student asked his preacher, “Do
you think there is life on other planets?”
He said, “No, | don't think so.” He said, “You
mean, all those billions, and billions, and bil-
lions of planets out there—don't you think
there’s life out there?” He said, “No, | really
don’t think so.” He said, “Then, why did God
go to all that trouble to make all that stuff?”
The preacher said, “What trouble?”
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for Saving Man

Divine Love: John 3:16
God’s Grace: Ephesians 2:8
Christ’s Blood: Romans 5:9
Holy Spirit’s Word: 1 Corinthians 2:12-13
Sinner’s Faith: Acts 16:31

Sinner’s Repentance: Luke 13:3
Sinner’s Confession: Romans 10:10
Sinner’s Baptism: Acts 22:16
Christian’s Love: Matthew 22:37
Christian’s Work: James 2:24
Christian’s Hope: Romans 8:24
Christian’s Endurance: Revelation 2:10

Watch
on youtube
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Thoughts to Ponder

If Walmart is lowering prices every day,
how come nothing is free yet?

We could learn a lot from crayons: some
are sharp, some are pretty, some are
dull, some have weird names, and all
are different colors. But they all live in
the same box.

If not for stress, some days I'd have no
energy at all.

Everyone has a photographic memory.
Some just don't have film.

| know God won't give me more than
| can handle. | just wish He didn’t trust
me so much.

If you can’t be kind, at least be vague.

If the shoe fits, buy it in every color.
— Glenn Hitchcock

“A merry heart makes a
cheerful countenance.”

PROVERBS 15:13

A Child’s View

A father was at the beach with his chil-
dren when the four-year-old son ran up
to him, grabbed his hand, and led him
to the shore where a seagull lay dead
in the sand. “Daddy, what happened to
him?” the son asked. “He died and went
to heaven,” the Dad replied. The boy
thought for a moment and then said,
“Did God throw him back down?”

“Atime to laugh.”

ECCLESIASTES 3:4

To watch videos, read articles,
answer Bible questions, and
more go to housetohouse.com
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Wrong Is Always Wrong

-

-
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In a time of sagging morals, Satan pro-
vides rationalizations for improper behav-
ior. Christians must not be “ignorant of
his devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11). Wrong
is wrong despite efforts to excuse actions.

Wrong is wrong, even if you do not
get caught. From little things like litter-
ing the highways and breaking the speed
limits to more serious offenses such as
adultery and stealing, our society seems
to think the only wrong is getting caught.
It just isn’t so. “The eyes of the Lord are
in every place, keeping watch on the evil
and the good” (Proverbs 15:3).

Wrong is wrong, even if you do it for a
good cause. An honorable purpose does
not justify a dishonorable deed. Many
who would never gamble on a card game

Just for

__ Most Holy Place (Exodus
25-26)

__ Arkofthe Covenant
(Exodus 25:10-22; 40:1-21)

__ Veil (Matthew 27:50-51)

__ Altar of Incense (Exodus
40:5)

O©o O

__ Table of Showbread:
(Exodus 25:27-30)

__ Golden Lampstand:
(Exodus 25:31-40; 30:7-8)

___ Holy Place: (Exodus 26)

__ Brass (Brazen, Bronze)
Laver: (Exodus 30:17-20)

100 Cubits (150 ft or 46 m)

will buy a raffle ticket or play bingo if the
proceeds go to a good cause. Stealing is
stealing even if it is done by a mother who
does it to feed children who have been
abandoned by their father.

Wrong is wrong, even if others do
worse things. It will be little comfort at
the judgment, if you should be lost, that
others you knew did things considered
worse than your sin.

Wrong is wrong, even if it does not both-
er your conscience. Consciences can be
trained to accept wrongdoing, but sin is a
transgression of God’s law (1 John 3:4), and
whoever transgressed God’s law sins, even
if his conscience approves (cf. Acts 23:1).

Wrong is wrong, even if it is com-
monly considered acceptable. “You shall
not show partiality to a poor man in his
dispute.” (Exodus 23:2). A Christian is
told “do not enter the path of the wicked,
and do not walk in the way of evil. Avoid
it, do not travel on it; turn away from it
and pass on” (Proverbs 4:14-15). “Test all
things; hold fast what is good. Abstain
from every form of evil” (1 Thessalo-
nians 5221—22). —Author Unknown

“Woe to those who call evil good.”

ISAIAH 5:20

Label the Parts of the Tabernacle

___ Brass (Brazen, Bronze)
Altar: (Exodus 27:1-8)

___ Courtyard: (Exodus
27:9-19)

__ Gate (Exodus 27:12-19)

__ Tabernacle fence
(Exodus 27:9-19)
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 The Fzrst Three Truths of an Educated Mind

3:17; Matthew 16:16; Matthew 17:5),
something a good and honest man would
never do if it were not true!

There is a God. Something is (the uni-
verse), therefore something always was,
because from nothing comes nothing.
If nothing is what always existed, then
nothing got busy and created something!
But what rational person can believe that?
Further, what had always existed was ei-
ther mind or matter. There are no other
possibilities. If it was matter that had al-
ways existed then in time matter either
created or evolved into mind (intelli-
gence). Who can believe that?

The reality is that a Supreme Being
of intelligence is what/Who has always
existed, and “In the beginning God
[the Supreme Being of intelligence] cre-
ated the heavens and the earth” (Gen-
esis 1:1). “The heavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament shows His

= Bible Qui7

Send us your answers to receive a free Bible bookmark. We will grade
and return your questions and enclose the bookmark “Chapter to —_———
Chapter - Exodus” as a way of saying thanks for spending time in the 2. The citizens of this city were “given  12. God “preappointed” what character-

Word (quantities may be limited).

Name:

handiwork” (Psalms 19:1). “Every house
is built by someone, but He who built all
things is God” (Hebrews 3:4). Only a fool
can deny the existence of God (Psalm
14:1). The atheist needs to use the mind
God gave him and overcome his foolish
rejection of God!

Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Christ
existed with God from all eternity as the
pre-enfleshed Word. In time, He “be-
came flesh and dwelt among us” (John
14:1-3, 14). He was miraculously con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb
of the virgin Mary (Matthew 1:18-23;
Luke 1:26-35). By this means “God sent
forth His Son, born of a woman” (Ga-
latians 4:4). Jesus allowed Himself to be
acknowledged as God’s Son (Matthew

Cut out this section and mail it to the address on the front.

The Bible is the Word of God. “For this
reason we also thank God without ceas-
ing, because when you received the word
of God which you heard from us, you
welcomed it not as the word of men, but
as it is in truth, the word of God, which
also effectively works in you who believe”
(1 Thessalonians 2:13). “These things we
also speak, not in words which man’s
wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit
teaches, comparing spiritual things with
spiritual” (1 Corinthians 2:13). Indeed,
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

—Adapted from Hugh Fulford

Getting to Know the Unknown God

Find answers in Acts 17. Questions are taken from the New King James Version.

workers in what city?

over to

1. The apostle Paul waited for his fellow  11.

In every nation, human beings have
been made from “ !

”

istics of nations?

3. Paul reasoned with Jewish and non-

Jewish worshipers in the

Address:

City/State:

and to wider audiences “in the

and

13. For those seeking the Lord, “He is
from each one of us.”

daily.” 14.

Phone:

and the

4. When Paul “preached to them

Poets and the apostle described hu-
man beings in what relationship with
! God?

Questions are taken from the New King James Version.
Answers to Previous Quizzes

some listeners concluded the apostle 15. God possesses what kind of nature?

proclaimed “foreign gods.”

V. 30:9 Facts about the Apostles: 1. Simon Peter and Andrew (Matthew 4:18-20); 2.
Matthew (also called Levi) (Matthew 9:9); 3. Fishermen (Matthew 4:18-22); 4. Thomas
(John 20:24-29); 5. Judas Iscariot (Matthew 26:14-16); 6. Matthias (Acts 1:23-26); 7.
Peter (Matthew 14:28-29); 8. Peter (Luke 22:56-62); 9. Peter (Acts 2:14-40); 10. John
(John 13:23; 21:20); 11. John (Revelation 1:9); 12. Simon the Zealot (Luke 6:15); 13.
Andrew (John 1:40-42); 14. Philip (John 14:8); 15. Judas (not Iscariot) (John 14:22); 16.
James the brother of John (Acts 12:1-2); 17. Nathanael (John 1:45-46); 18. Thomas
(John 11:16); 19. John (John 21:22-23—tradition supports this); 20. Paul (Romans 1:1;
Galatians 1:1; 2 Timothy 1:1).

V. 30:10 One Dozen Scriptures for Parents: 1. Heritage, reward (Psalm 127:3); 2. Wrath,
admonition (Ephesians 6:4); 3. Children, refuge (Proverbs 14:26); 4. Train, depart
(Proverbs 22:6); 5. Lord, house (Psalm 127:1); 6. Teach, diligently, talk (Deuteronomy
6:7); 7. Sows (Galatians 6:7); 8. Wise, companion (Proverbs 13:20); 9. Sons, daughters
(Psalm 144:12); 10. Chasten (Proverbs 19:18); 11. Father, mother (Proverbs 1:8); 12. Good
(Ephesians 6:8).

V. 30:11 Getting to Know the Unknown God: 1. Athens (Acts 17:16); 2. Idols (Acts 17:16); 3. Synagogue;
Marketplace (Acts 17:17); 4. Jesus; Resurrection (Acts 17:18); 5. New thing (Acts 17:21); 6. Very religious
(Acts 17:22); 7. THE UNKNOWN GOD (Acts 17:23); 8. World; Everything (Acts 17:24); 9. Temples (Acts
17:24); 10. Men’s hands (Acts 17:25); 11. One blood (Acts 17:26); 12. Times; Boundaries (Acts 17:26);
13. Not far (Acts 17:27); 14. His offspring (Acts 17:28); 15. Divine (Acts 17:29); 16. Man’s (Acts 17:29);
17. All men everywhere (Acts 17:30); 18. Righteousness (Acts 17:31); 19. Raising; Dead (Acts 17:31);
20.Mocked: Hear (Acts 17:32)

—_

. The Athenians gave attention to

“strange things” they were hearing
because of a custom to “tell or to hear

. God is different than objects of gold,

silver, or stone “shaped by

devising.”
some ’ 17. Who has God commanded to repent?
6. Paul perceived the Athenians to be
' 18. On a day “He has appointed,” God will
7. What altar inscription caught the "

apostle’s attention? “TO

"

. The “Lord of heaven and earth” made

“the and
init.”
9. does not dwell in

0.

The Creator
" made with hands.”

Needing nothing, God is not wor-
shiped with what? “

19.

20

“judge the world in

God verified the ordained Judges
qualifications by “ Him
from the S

. “And when they heard of the resurrec-

tion of the dead, some while
others said, ‘We will
you again on this matter.

m
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Judgment Day Excuses That

Jesus will come again (John 14:3). On the
same day, He will judge all men. That day
is called both “the last day” (John 12:48)
and “the day of judgment” (2 Peter 3:7).
What excuses might be given that day?
“But, Lord, I thought. . . .” This sounds
like Naaman when he was told to dip in the
Jordan to be rid of leprosy (2 Kings 5:11).
He thought he knew how things ought to
happen, but God thought differently. On
judgment day it might be, “But I thought
that all a person had to do to be saved was
believe in Jesus as God’s Son.” The Bible
says, “Thus also faith by itself, if it does
not have works, is dead. . . . Abraham be-
lieved God, and it was accounted to him for

righteousness. . . . You see then that a man
is justified by works, and not by faith only”
(James 2:17-24. Jesus will judge us by the
Bible (John 12:48). “But, Lord, I was always
told. . . .” In the religious realm, all kinds
of faulty messages are given. Only God’s
word is truth (John 17:17). Some might
say, “I was told that one church is as good
as another.” God’s Word teaches that there
is only one body or church (Ephesians
4:4), and that Jesus promised to build one
church (Matthew 16:18). He purchased and
saves only one church with His blood (Acts
20:28; Ephesians 5:23, 25).

“But, Lord, my pastor always said .. .” It
is amazing how many people hang their

soul’s destiny on what a preacher has to
say. The only Pastor whom we should ac-
cept as final authority is “our Lord Jesus

.. that great Shepherd of the sheep” (He-
brews 13:20). He alone has all authority
(Matthew 28:18-20). At the judgment,
some may plead, “But my pastor said that
it doesn’t matter how you worship, just as
long as you worship the Lord. The Mas-
ter said, “God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and

truth” (John 4:24). Think about it.
— Roger Campbell

“Prepare to meet your God.”
AMOS 4:12

Cut out this section and mail it to the address on the front.
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'This chart is part of a memory system for learning the key people,

events, topics, and verses of all 929 Old Testament chapters.

INFOGRAPHIC COMING SOON

Jesus Christ, 33, of Nazareth died Friday
on Mount Calvary, also known as Gol-
gotha, a Place of the Skull.

Betrayed by the apostle Judas into
the hands of His Jewish enemies, Jesus
was crucified by the Romans, by order
of Governor Pontius Pilate. The cause of
death was crucifixion, a method of se-
vere torture that resulted in death from
a combination of loss of blood, expo-
sure, and asphyxia.

Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abra-
ham, was a member of the house of Da-
vid. He was the Son of the late Joseph,
a carpenter of Nazareth, and Mary, His
devoted mother. Jesus was born in a
stable in the city of Bethlehem Judea.
He is survived by His mother Mary, His
brothers and sisters (Mark 6:3), His faith-
ful apostles, numerous local disciples,
and many followers elsewhere.

Jesus was self-educated and spent
much of His adult life working as a
teacher. Up until the time of His death
Jesus was sharing good news, chal-
lenging religious hypocrisy, touching
the lonely, feeding the hungry, and
helping the poor.

Jesus was most noted for telling
parables about His Father’s kihngdom
and performing miracles such as feed-
ing 5,000 people with five loaves of
bread and two fish and stilling a raging
storm. It is also commonly reported
that He became a sought after medi-
cal professional who healed many pa-
tients, including healing a man who
was born blind.

On the day before His death, He held
a last supper celebrating the Passover
Feast, at which He foretold His death.

The body was quickly buried in a
stone grave, which was donated by Jo-
seph of Arimathea, a loyal friend of the
family. A stone was rolled in front of the
tomb, and, by order of Pontius Pilate,
Roman soldiers were put on guard.
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Years ago, a man was so given to praising — = . & = —
the Lord aloud that one of the officers of T——
the church took him home with him to
speak to him about it.

All the way home the man praised the

ofinspired books; itis man'’s
e darkness. But how do you learn the

read while he prepared lunch. (As he said
to himself, “Now I suppose you won’t get
anything to praise God for from that.”)

The host had not left him alone long
before he heard him again saying, “Praise
the Lord!” Amazed, he went to him and
asked him what the matter was.

The old saint said that he had just read
where the sea was five miles deep and he
remembered that the Lord had said, “I
will cast your sins into the bottom of the

Lord for this and that that he saw. When within its pages? Where do you begin? n
he got to the house, the leader took into a the front page to requ i i tion Course* to get
room and gave him a geography book to W

sea,” and that he liked to think that his
sins were so far away from him.

—Author Unknown

“You will cast all our sins into
the depths of the sea”

MICAH 7:19




